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labor firms, he explained.

“To pass a sweat-free ordi-
nance would put an end to our
participation in this rampant
degradation of workers,” said
Mueller.

The proposed anti sweatshop
ordinance would call for any
companies that are contracted
with the city to disclose in-
formation on factories used to
produce purchased items. Com-
panies would also be required to
sign an agreement stating that to
their knowledge, no sweatshop
abuses are taking place within
these factories.

If any worker abuses are
uncovered, these companies
in violation would be required
to alter policy within a timely
manner.

“As Americans and San An-
tonio citizens we cannot stand
for this injustice,” said District

5 Councilwoman Lourdes Gal-
van.

Several other members of
City Council, including Mary
Alice Cisneros (District 1),
Jennifer Ramos (District 3) and
Phil Cortez (District 4) have
expressed support for passing
the sweatshop ordinance.

“We have the opportunity
to set an example for other
Texas cities and cities across the
country,” said Councilwoman
Galvan.

Similar ordinances have been
passed in Austin, and several
other major cities.

“I think that everybody rec-
ognizes this is the right thing to
do,” added Galvan. “This issue
isn’t about being for or against
it; it is more about generating
awareness. When people think
about sweat shops they think
about less developed nations,
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but the ugly truth is that it hap-
pens in this country, in major
cities every day.”

A major problem in dealing
with sweatshop containment and
regulation is that it is an issue
that is both prevalent and well
covered-up.

“It’s difficult to go to any
store and not buy anything that
might have been made in a
sweatshop,” said Ron Palermo
of Travis Park United Method-
ist, one of the congregations
supporting the sweatshop ban.

“If a worker is treated poorly
somewhere in the world then
that disrespects labor rights
everywhere,” said Palermo. “I
think the reason why so many
different sectors [of the commu-
nity] are behind this is because
it isn’t a religious issue or a
political issue—it is a human
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San Antonians prepare for
‘theatrical’ holiday, river scene

By Ciarra Adams

Though barely into the autumn
months, the City of San Antonio,
the Paseo del Rio Association
and other Alamo City organiza-
tions are already bracing for the
approaching winter holidays.

This year will mark the 27th
hosting of the annual San Anto-
nio River Walk holiday parade
and lighting show. Expected
to draw a crowd of upwards of
150,000 visitors, the event’s
planners are hoping that 2008
will bring the biggest, brightest
holiday season to the River Walk
to date.

“We have over 149 trees
[along the River Walk] that
will be covered in over 122,000
sparkling, beautiful lights that
we will kick off the night of the
parade,” said Greg Gallaspy,
executive director of the Paseo
del Rio Association. “This year’s
parade will be broadcast in over
70 markets, making it the larg-
est syndicated television pa-
rade, showcasing our wonderful
weather and the beloved River
Walk of our great city.”

The theme for this season,
“A Theatrical Christmas,” will
be reflected in the 26 floats
that will make up the one-hour
parade. The floats this year will
consist of both corporate entries
and non-profit organizations,
decorated in the style of popular
theatre and film including “Lion
King,” “High School Musical”
and “Beauty and the Beast”
themes.

In the past, the parade and
lighting ceremony has attracted
guests from throughout the
state and the country, explained
Bobby Salluce of the San An-
tonio Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

“This event is a great opportu-
nity to showcase San Antonio’s
rich, unique traditions across the
entire nation,” said Salluce.

Former boxing champion and
successful entrepreneur Jesse
James Leija was asked to serve
as Grand Marshal for the 2008
parade. Local music talent, Dar-
rell Smith & Chapter 3, will also
perform tracks from their forth-
coming “Ordinary Christmas”
album during the parade at the
Arneson River Theater.

“This is our sixth year of
sponsorship of the holiday pa-
rade,” said Jason Woods, Ford
Lincoln Mercury Southern Man-
agement. “Each year we look
at many sponsorship options,
trying to find something worthy
of investing in. With the Paseo
del Rio we’ve found that. The
river parade is something child
and family-friendly that creates
lasting memories for all.”

Ford Motor Company will
also sponsor “Boat Caroling” on
various dates during the holiday
season, featuring 175 choral

]

groups. Choirs from schools,
churches and other groups will
perform Christmas favorites on
a nightly basis beginning No-
vember 29.

The parade and official kick-
off for the River Walk holiday

season will take place on No-
vember 28. Tickets for seating
along the parade route are cur-
rently available via Paseo del
Rio Association by calling (210)
227-4262. Ticket prices range
from $10 to $25.

Champion former boxer Jesse James Leija will serve as Grand
Marshal for the 2008 Ford Holiday River Parade. Leija was present
at a celebratory event, which announced plans for this year’s
holiday parade on the River Walk. (Photo by Ciarra Adams)
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COMPANERAS is a passionate profile

of America’s first all-female mariachi
band, Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles.
Founded in 1994, the 12 members of
Reyna shatter age-old stereotypes by
putting a uniquely female twist on a
beloved musical genre. In an arena that
has traditionally been male dominated,
these women are true pioneers, literally
giving voice to Latinas with their fiery
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